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Lifestyle Concept brings together a group of works 
that explore the practical, aspirational and desirable, by 
borrowing from the aesthetics of commercial design. 
Variously they work with stylised and abstracted 
expressions of interior design, domestic décor and 
fashion. There is an element of remove in many of 
these works: of artists working at an ironic distance 
from a certain lifestyle or in the works themselves as 
reinterpretations of an object or lifestyle.

Both Madeline Kidd and D&K are interested in 
notions of aspirational living, luxury goods, and 
advertising techniques. Kidd’s paintings and sculptures 
are designed almost to the point of excess, using 
techniques of set design and advertising tools of 
visual seduction. Stylistic references include 80s 
digital illustration and graphic designers such as the 
Italian Memphis Designs. Her works are constructions 
of graphic art skill, prop-like objects, clean, flawless 
depictions of a luxury lifestyle. 

D&K (Nella Themelios and Ricarda Bigolin in 
collaboration) present 22 beige rosé (branding) and 
08 vanités (dress), a new work exploring the erasure 
and obfuscation of D&K’s existing brand signatures. 
The work comprises an assemblage of abstracted 
garment parts draped and pinned to the wall, using an 
incongruous range of materials (from upholstery foam 
to silk cotton duchess satin). The work includes an 
extended label, which aims to evoke the aspirational 
qualities bound up in the materials themselves. The 
language of luxury brand beauty products both banal 
and pretty is used to relate the way these items are 
usually the most accessible and in themselves are 
aspirational antidotes to lusting for a luxury lifestyle. An 
eyeshadow and foundation colour form the basis of the 
brand signatures both as representations of materiality 
but striving towards an unstable and impermanent 
brand identity. In this way the installation stages the 
construction and deconstruction of the D&K brand, 
alluding to artifice and luxury and playing with the 
clichés of high fashion.
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Alex Vivian creates work from discarded objects and 
clothing, and operates from a position of distance from 
the domestic design and the lifestyle aspirations that 
are often referenced in his work. Here he presents 
Housing scene (used), a disturbed vignette formed 
of domestic objects at the ends of their life, soiled 
and degraded with use and misuse. An old children’s 
highchair sits atop a dirty plinth, beside it a grubby 
phone wrapped in bandages of flannelette, the lot is 
then coated in a viscous layer of Vaseline. 

The relation of Meredith Turnbull and Lisa Radford to 
their source inspirations is more reverential. Turnbull 
is interested in the aesthetics of modernism (and 
various other art historical traditions) in decor and 
decorative arts and in the unification of art and craft. 
She has created a pair of formal wooden sculptures 
for the exhibition that are inspired by DIY woodwork 
and reminiscent of screens, room dividers or practical 
shelving whilst also existing as minimalist sculpture, 
within a gallery space.

Lisa Radford shares with Turnbull an interest in the 
connections of art and design. Her paintings here 
are direct samplings of elements of the commercially 
designed environment, reconfigured as art objects. 
Previous works depict patterns from sources such 
as bus and train seat fabrics, here she presents new 
Furniture Paintings borrowing from patterns in our 
everyday environment, including tiles and a blanket. 
Where the original artist/ designer (or designers) of the 
source objects are unacknowledged or unknown, here 
Radford returns the designs to a fine art expression 
through her paintings.


